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Duan Nollaig

Hoirel hoirel beannaicht el beannaicht el
Hoirel hoirel beannaicht el beannaicht el

Hoirel hoirel beannaicht e'n Righ dh'am bi sinn a’ seinn,

Hol rol biodh acibhl

Nochd oidhche Nollaige moire,
Rugadh Mac na Moir Oighe,
Rainig a bhonnaibh an lar,

Mac nam buadh a nuas o'n ard,
Dhealraich neamh is cruinne dha,
Hol rol biodh aoibhl

Seimh saoghal dha, sona neamh dha,
Faic rainig a bhonn an lar,

Fodhail Righ dha, failt Uain dha,

Righ nam buadh, Uan nan agh,
Shoaillsich cluan agus cuanta dha,

Hol rol biodh aoibhl

Shoaillsich frith dha, shoillsich fonn dha,
Nuall nan tonn le fonn nan tragh,

Ag innse dhuinne gun d' rugadh Criosda,
Mac Righ nan righ a tir na slaing;
Shoaillsich grian nam beannaibh ard dha,
Hol rol biodh aoibhl

Shoillsich cé dha is cruinne comhla,
Dh' fhosgail De an Domhnaich Dorus;

A Mhic Mhuir Oighe greas ga'm chomhnadh,

A Chriosd an dochais, a Chomhla 'n tsonais,
Oradh Ghreine shleibh is mhonaidh,
Hol rol biodh aoibhl

Hail King! hail King! blessed is Hel blessed is Hel

Hail King! hail King! blessed is Hel blessed is Hel

Hail King! hail King! blessed is He, the King of whom we sing,
All haill let there be joy!

This night is the eve of the great Nativity,
Born is the Son of Mary the Virgin,

The soles of His feet have reached the Earth,
The Son of glory down from on high,
Heavan and Earth glowed to Him,

All haill let there be joy!

The peace of Earth to Him, the joy of heaven to Him,

Behold His feet have reached the world,

The homage of a King be His, the welcome of a Lamb be His,
King all victorious, Lamb all glorious,

Earth and ocean illumed to Him,

All haill let there be joy!

The mountains glowed to Him, the plains glowed to Him,
The voice of the waves with the song of the strand,
Announcing to us that Christ is born,

Son of the King of kings from the land of salvation;

Shone the sun on the mountains high to Him,

All haill let there be joy!

Shone to Him the Earth and sphere together,
God the Lord has opened a Door,

Son of the Mary Virgin, hasten thou to help me,
Thou Christ of hope, Thou Door of joy,

Golden Sun of Hill and mountain,

All haill let there be joy!

"Christmas chants were numerous and their recital common throughout Scotland. On Christmas Eve, bands of young
men went about from house to house and from townsiand to townsiand chanting Christmas songs. The band's were
called goiseran,’ guisers, firduan,’ song men, Gillean Nollaig,’ Christmas lads, nuillairean,’ rejoicers, and other names.

"The 'rejoicers’ wore long white shirts for surplices, and very tall white hats for mitres, in which they made a
picturesque appearance as they moved along singing their loudest. When they entered a dwelling they took
possession of a child, if there was one in the house. The child was called Crist, Cristean’ - Christ, Little Christ. The
assumed Christ was placed on a skin, and carried three times round the fire, sunwise, by the ‘ceannsnaodh’ - head
of the band, while the song men sang the Christmas Hail.

"The skin on which the symbolic Christ was carried was that of a white male lamb without spot or blemish and
consecrated to this service. Homage and offerings and much rejoicing were made to the symbolic Christ. The people
of the house gave the quisers bread, butter, crowdie, and other eatables, on which they afterwards feasted.”

Adapted from Carmina Gadelica, © Alexander Carmichael, 1900.
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